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long, before the introduction of railways, there was a splendid net-work of roads, and a beautifully organised system of coaching traffic and internal communication. The factory system was getting organised. When railways came they simply supplied one of the pressing needs of the country in a far cheaper, quicker, and more efficient way than the system which they supplanted. Apart from the temporary displacement of labour which they caused, and the outcry of the vested interests which they injuriously affected, they were welcomed as a new and potent factor in the development of industrial England, and immediately took their place as a national asset in the economic system. In India they have been built under State control, or State guarantee, somewhat in advance of the immediate needs of her commerce or her industries, and some of them were due to considerations of military strategy, or administrative policy. Some of them are just beginning to pay. But when the day of industrial expansion comes, their immense value as an indispensable factor in the life of an advancing community will be realised.
The impression prevails in some quarters, that India has more railways in proportion to her population than any other country which is purely agricultural. This is an error. The Argentine Republic has a purely agricultural population. The Argentine railways have been built principally with English capital, as the Indian railways have been. But in Argentina, with a population